
PLC Uplift for Reed Investment Schools 
What does Accountable Talk look like in the classroom? 



Objective: Build context for Accountable Talk through 
strategic observations.  

 

School-Wide SMART Goal: Students and teachers 
will use purposeful groups for collaborative 
discussion and assignments as a method for 
academic achievement and learning. 

 

Outcome: Apply new Accountable Talk strategies to 
your own classroom/job. 
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Participants will observe accountable talk in various 
classroom settings, including during lessons involving: 

 Text-Dependent Questioning 

 Close Reading 

 Constructivist Meaning-Making 
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Accountable Talk Knowledge 
Module 1 



Accountable Talk in the Classroom  

Teachers create Accountable Talk norms and skills in their classrooms 
by modeling appropriate forms of discussion and by questioning, probing, 
and leading conversations.  

 

Conversations in the classroom can take a wide variety of forms: whole 
class discussion, small group work, partner talk, peer or teacher 
conferences. 
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Accountable Talk in the Classroom  

Talk should be accountable: 

 

....to the learning community,  

 ...to knowledge and the standards of evidence that are appropriate 
 for the subject,  

  ...and to generally accepted standards of reasoning  
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What does this look like in my classroom? 

•  Learners hold each other accountable for understanding.  

 

•  Learners link or expand their talk to what others say.  

 

•  Learners demonstrate skepticism, holding others accountable 
for thinking.  
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What does this sound like in my classroom?  

Accountable Talk occurs during any phase of a learning 
sequence or lesson cycle... 

 

• Students synthesize several sources of information.  

• Students construct explanations. 

• Students formulate conjectures and hypotheses.  

• Students challenge the quality of each other’s evidence and 
reasoning.  

 



Accountable Talk  

• Requires active listening 

• Requires structure that is modeled and practices 

• Requires appropriate Tier 2 and 3 vocab 

• Requires the USE OF EVIDENCE 
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CCSS Publisher’s Criteria 
“Text-dependent questions do not require information or evidence from 
outside the text or texts; they establish what follows and what does not 
follow from the text itself. Eighty to ninety percent of the 
Reading Standards in each grade require text-
dependent analysis…High quality text dependent questions are 
more often text specific rather than generic. That is, high quality 
questions should be developed to address the specific text being read, in 
response to the demands of that text. Good questions engage students to 
attend to the particular dimensions, ideas, and specifics that illuminate 
each text.” 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Publishers_Criteria_for_3-12.pdf 
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Writing Anchor Standard 1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
Speaking & Listening Anchor Standard 3 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Speaking & Listening Anchor Standard 5 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence…. 
Reading Anchor Standard 1 
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking 
to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Writing Anchor Standard 9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
 

Emphasis on citing textual evidence 
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Excerpt from Martin Luther King’s “
I Have A Dream” Speech 
 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering 
summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating 
autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. Those 
who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude 
awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest nor 
tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of 
revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice 
emerges. 

But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold 
which leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our rightful place we must 
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking 
from the cup of bitterness and hatred.  

We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must 
not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again we must 
rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The marvelous new 
militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all 
white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, 
have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. They have come to realize 
that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot walk alone. 
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Independent Text-Dependent Questioning Strategy 

•  Read or listen to a text being read, marking areas that jump out. 

•  Review the text, noting or explaining why you marked particular areas. 

•  Share out one area that you noted and why, with one person 
transcribing 

•  Vote for your top 3 areas for discussion (one person tally). 

•  Discuss the top 3 areas elected with your table group. 

•  Participate in a class discussion about those three areas. 

•  Kyleen Beers  
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Video Observations 
Module 2 



Think – Pair – Share  

What Accountable Talk strategies are you currently using?  

 

In what point in your lessons do you employ those strategies? 
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Observation Form 



Text-Dependent 
Questioning 
Lesson 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zf_CBeXRiY 

10th Grade 

History 
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Table Discussion 

•  What teacher actions stood out to you? 

•  What student actions stood out to you? 

•  What was the task(s) that students were asked to engage in? 

•  What discussion/accountable talk strategies did you observe in the 
videos? Were those strategies effective? Provide evidence from the 
video that supports your position. 
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Did you observe any...Teacher ‘Talk Moves’? 

•  Re-voicing: “Let me see if I’ve got your thinking right. You said...” 

•  Reciprocal Restating: “Can you restate what ____ said?” 

•  Reasoning: “Why do you think that? Can you explain? How did you 
arrive at that opinion?” 

•  Reciprocal Reasoning: “Do you agree or disagree with ____. Use 
evidence from the text.” 

•  Respectfully Challenging: “Is this always true?” “Can you think of 
where this wouldn’t work?” 

•  Redirecting: “Would someone like to add on or respectfully disagree 
with what was just said?” 
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Second Text-
Dependent 
Questioning 
Lesson 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=asoy8V9vJI0  

ELA 
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Which is Accountable Talk? 
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Table Discussion 

•  What teacher actions stood out to you? 

•  What student actions stood out to you? 

•  What was the task(s) that students were asked to engage in? 

•  How was the discussion DIFFERENT than the previous video? 

•  What other talk moves would enhance or deepen the lesson? 
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Text-Dependent 
Questioning 
Lesson 

•  http://www.engageny.org/resource/a-protocol-for-
citing-evidence-from-informational-text-from-
expeditionary-learning  

ELA 
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Table Discussion 

•  What teacher actions stood out to you? 

•  What student actions stood out to you? 

•  What was the task(s) that students were asked to engage in? 

•  What discussion/accountable talk strategies did you observe in the 
videos? Were those strategies effective? Provide evidence from the 
video that supports your position. 

•  What other talk moves would enhance or deepen the lesson? 

c. 2015 K-12 STEAM, Inc. All rights reserved. 24 



Did you observe any...Student ‘Talk Moves’? 

•  I wonder why... 

•  I have a question about... 

•  I agree/disagree with...because... 

•  That reminds me of... 

•  I don’t understand... 

•  On page___ it says ___ so I think... 

•  ___, could you please clarify what you meant when you said... 

•  I would like to add to what ___ was saying... 

•  I came to that conclusion because.... 
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Close Read 
Lesson 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9emLkXlMcOs 

6th Grade 

ELA 
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Table Discussion 

•  What teacher actions stood out to you? 

•  What student actions stood out to you? 

•  What was the task(s) that students were asked to engage in? 

•  What discussion/accountable talk strategies did you observe in the 
videos? Were those strategies effective? Provide evidence from the 
video that supports your position. 

•  What other talk moves would enhance or deepen the lesson? 
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Constructivist 
Meaning-
Making Lesson 

•  http://www.insidemathematics.org/classroom-
videos/public-lessons/7th-grade-algebra-equations-
inequalities-properties/introduction-part-a  

•  together with the next video... 

•  http://www.insidemathematics.org/classroom-
videos/public-lessons/7th-grade-algebra-equations-
inequalities-properties/introduction-part-c  

•  and connected to the next one... 
http://www.insidemathematics.org/classroom-
videos/public-lessons/7th-grade-algebra-equations-
inequalities-properties/problem-1-part-a  

7th Grade 

Algebra 
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Table Discussion 

•  What teacher actions stood out to you? 

•  What student actions stood out to you? 

•  What was the task(s) that students were asked to engage in? 

•  What discussion/accountable talk strategies did you observe in the 
videos? Were those strategies effective? Provide evidence from the 
video that supports your position. 

•  What other talk moves would enhance or deepen the lesson? 

c. 2015 K-12 STEAM, Inc. All rights reserved. 29 



Classroom Application 
Module 3 



•  Remember, Accountable Talk is classroom talk that is accountable to 
the learning; students have to be trained to not talk about other things.  

•  The most difficult form of Accountable Talk is the whole class 
discussion that is NOT lead by the teacher.  

•  If you study the dynamics of how discussions go in classrooms, the flow 
usually involves the teacher at every other point, meaning a student 
says something, the teacher responds and asks another student to 
respond, the teacher responds again and calls on another student, etc. 
Some people call this the "Twenty Question" technique 
in which the teacher is leading the discussion by 
throwing out question after question about the story to 
elicit separate responses from the students. 

•  http://www.teachersnetwork.org/ntny/nychelp/Professional_Development/talk.htm  
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Which is Accountable Talk? 
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Accountable Talk in the Classroom  

Talk should be accountable: 

 

....to the learning community,  

 ...to knowledge and the standards of evidence that are appropriate 
 for the subject,  

  ...and to generally accepted standards of reasoning  
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Teacher ‘Talk Moves’ 

•  Re-voicing: “Let me see if I’ve got your thinking right. You said...” 

•  Reciprocal Restating: “Can you restate what ____ said?” 

•  Reasoning: “Why do you think that? Can you explain? How did you 
arrive at that opinion?” 

•  Reciprocal Reasoning: “Do you agree or disagree with ____. Use 
evidence from the text.” 

•  Respectfully Challenging: “Is this always true?” “Can you think of 
where this wouldn’t work?” 

•  Redirecting: “Would someone like to add on or respectfully disagree 
with what was just said?” 
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Student ‘Talk Moves’ 

•  I wonder why... 

•  I have a question about... 

•  I agree/disagree with...because... 

•  That reminds me of... 

•  I don’t understand... 

•  On page___ it says ___ so I think... 

•  ___, could you please clarify what you meant when you said... 

•  I would like to add to what ___ was saying... 

•  I came to that conclusion because.... 
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Anchor Charts 
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Wrap-Up and Reflection 
Module 4 



Participants will observe accountable talk in various 
classroom settings, including during lessons involving: 

 Text-Dependent Questioning 

 Close Reading 

 Constructivist Meaning-Making 
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Reflect Independently 

• Choose an Accountable Talk strategy or ‘Talk Move’ that 
you observed today in the videos. 

• Where will you apply it in your lesson planning next 
week? 

• Why is that a good part of the lesson to apply that 
strategy to? What is the expected student outcome? 



“Education is the most 
powerful weapon which 
you can use to change 
the world.” 

 Nelson Mandela 
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