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Affinity Mapping - Word Sort Activity 

 

 

Look at the words and phrases located  

in the middle of the table 

1. Spread out the terms 
 

2. Have a sheet of chart paper 
 

3. As a team, categorize the words and phrases putting ideas that fit 

together into groups 

• Do not peel the label terms until you are certain of the 

grouping 
 

4. Once groups have settled on a category, peel and stick the words 

and phrases onto the chart paper and title each grouping. 
 

5. Then explain in complete sentences the relationship between the 

words. 
 

6. Each group shares out one category and the words, phrases and 

ideas they put together 



Goals 
Session 1: 

• Connection between Habits of Mind, College and Career 
Readiness and the Common Core 

• Portrait of a College and Career Ready Student in Math and 
Literacy and the related Habits of Mind 

• Choosing instructional strategies to exercise and develop the 
Habits of Mind 

• Focus Habits of Mind 
• Managing impulsivity – thinking before acting 

• Thinking flexibly – Be able to change perspectives 

• Thinking about your thinking – Being aware of your own thoughts 
and strategies 

• Applying past knowledge to new situations –                    
accessing prior knowledge 

• Thinking interdependently – working together 

 



Norms 

 Be present 

 Silence cell phones 

 Value each other’s input 

 Think outside of the box 

 Listen to understand 

 Be open to sharing and collaborating 

 What is learned here leaves here 

 

 

 

 

Norms for Our Learning  



Affinity Mapping Debrief 

The words and phrases came from these three documents 
 

• Looking at your word sorts, explain the relationships 

between the three documents? 
    

• What did you discover? 
   

• Does anything surprise you? 

 Habits of   

    Mind 

Habits of 
Mind 

Common Core 
Math Practices 

Common Core 
Literacy 



Habits of Mind 
Arthur L. Costa and Bena Kallick 

• Habits of Mind are critical to success in both 

academics, work and life 

 All teachers, regardless of subject area or grade level, can 

agree on these desirable qualities.  

 The transcendent qualities of systems thinking about 

outcomes can be found in such habits of mind as enhancing 

one's capacities for persisting; managing impulsivity; creating, 

imagining, innovating; thinking about thinking (metacognition); 

striving for accuracy; listening with understanding and 

empathy; taking responsible risks; and responding with 

wonderment and awe 

 



 “Catch 22’s”  
The experience of persistent stress and 

trauma impacts academic success 

    “A problematic situation for which the 
only solution is denied by a 

circumstance inherent in the problem” 

 



Students most in need of your instruction 

are the LEAST engaged in it 

Effects of Persistent Stress and Trauma 



Students who most need to persevere – 
have difficulty concentrating and have a 
greater tendency to be impulsive and 
reactive 

Effects of  Persistent Stress and Trauma 



Students who need to practice their oral 

language and communication skills are 

practicing them the least 



How do some beat the odds? 

All have dispositions of 

character described in 

the Habits of Mind 



Habits of Mind 

• Shift from focusing on what students know, to how do 

they respond when they don’t know  

 Focusing on ways students produce knowledge rather than 

simply how they reproduce information 

James Anderson 

“Succeeding with the Habits of Mind” 

 

 

• Habits of Mind are reflected in the Common Core 

standards for mathematical practice and in the 

capacities of a literate individual. 

 We are witnessing an educational refocusing away from 

teaching unrelated, fragmented, short-term content toward 

broader, more enduring, essential, life span learnings.  

   Lauren Resnick,  

“Making America Smarter: The Real Goal of School Reform” 

 



Habits of Mind 

“…Habits of Mind lead to success or failure in the mastery 

of given standards. In fact, it is not in the standards or 

assessments, but rather these personal habits where 

success or failure – in academic terms – actually begin.” 
 

Terry Heick 

 



Habits of Mind 

“The illiterate of the 21st Century will not be 

those who cannot read and write, but whose 

who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.”  
 

Alvin Toffler  



Connecting the Pieces 

Common Core  

Math Practices and Literacy Attributes 

(The What) 

The Habits of Mind 

   (The How) 

College and Career Ready 

(Why) 



Portrait of a College and Career Ready 

Student  

Each group chooses either the math or literacy 
graphic organizers 

 
• Read the descriptions of the qualities of a college 

and career ready student 

 

• Discuss the behaviors of students demonstrating 
each characteristic. 

 

• Take notes on your graphic organizer. 

 

• How are these connected to the Habits of Mind? 

 



Portrait of a College and Career Ready Student 

Debrief 

Table groups come to consensus on the following 
and then share out. 

• What are students doing the most? 

 

• What are students struggling with the most? 

 

Whole Group Discussion: 
 

• What are some things you are looking at the 
college ready classroom and student? 

 

• What are the implications for specific student 
populations?  

 



Can you identify the Habits of Mind 

utilized in our first two actvities? 

Affinity Mapping Activity 

   Portrait of a Student 

Category 

Category 



Can you identify the Habits of Mind 

utilized in our first two actvities? 

List Habits of Mind 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 



Habits of Mind 

“Tools of the Mind… are intended to help children learn 

a different kind of skill: controlling their impulses, 

staying focused on the task at hand, avoiding 

distractions and mental traps, managing their emotions, 

organizing their thoughts…” 
 

“Tools of the Mind students are taught a variety of 

strategies, tricks, and habits they can deploy to keep 

their minds on track.” 
Paul Tough 

“How Children Succeed” 



From Theory to Practice 

Theory is all very interesting… 

But really I think what’s going to 

make me a good teacher is the 

experience. I learn from doing, not 

from reading about stuff.                                                           

      

 

     Steve Shann 

                School teacher for 30 years 



Repertoire of strategies for teaching and 

integrating Habits of Mind 

The Habits of Mind must be intentionally taught and 

called out and named for students   

 



Scrambled Numbers 

• Each participant receives a “scrambled 

numbers” handout face down. 
 DO NOT turn over your paper until you are told to start. 

 

• Task: Circle the numbers in order beginning 

with the number 1 and so on 
 You must go in order. For example, you may not circle the 

#8, before circling the #7. 

 

• You will be given only 1 minute  

     to complete the task. 

 



Scrambled Numbers – Part 2 

• Each participant receives a “Scrambled 

Numbers – Part 2” handout 
 

• Look at the “Scrambled Numbers – Part 2” task.  

 What do you notice about this version? 

 Turn to the person next to you and share 

your observations. 
 

• You will have one minute to work on the task. 

 



Scrambled Numbers Debrief 

• How were the two versions different for you as a 

learner? 
 

• What made the difference? 
 



Scrambled Numbers Debrief 

• The cross is the tool to 

help you succeed… in 

the same manner 

students need to be 

provided with tools for 

success 

 What are the 

rules? 

 

 How is the item 

structured? 



“Students who do not have a deep 

understanding of mathematics, suspect that it is 

just a jumble of unrelated procedures and 

incomprehensible formulas.” 
 

Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools (2005) 

 

 



Surveying the Text 

• Enhances comprehension and retention 

 

• Helps students to create a “mental map” that 
good readers use to move through a text 

 

• Encourages a preview of text features to get a 
sense of the structure and content of a text 

 

• Helps students build background knowledge 

 

• Builds students’ confidence to delve into 
complex text  



THIEVES 

T: Title 

H: Headings 

 I: Introduction 

E: Every first sentence in a paragraph 

V: Visuals and vocabulary 

E: End-of-chapter questions 

S: Summary 

Close Reading of Informational Texts:   

Assessment-Driven Instruction in Grades 3-8 

by Sunday Cummins, PHD   



Reading with a Purpose  
“The House” 

• Read the selection  

 

• As you read, put a check mark √ for 

everything you would find important. 

 

“I Read It, But I Don't Get It”  

By: Cris Tovani   

 



Reading with a Purpose  

“The House” 

• Read the selection  
 

• As you read, underline everything a burglar 

would find important. 

 

 



“The House” 

• Now read the selection again, and circle the 

information a home buyer would find 

important. 

 



“The House” 
 The two boys ran until they came to the driveway.  “See 
I told you today was good for skipping school,” said Mark.  
“Mom is never home on Thursday,” he added.  Tall hedges hid 
the house from the road so the pair strolled across the finely 
landscaped yard.  “I never knew your place was so big,” said 
Pete.  “Yeah, but it’s nicer now than it used to be since Dad 
had the new stone siding put on the fireplace.” 
 

 There were front and back doors and a side door which 
led to the garage which was empty except for three parked 10-
speed bikes.  They went in the side door, Mark explaining that 
it was always open in case his younger sisters got home 
earlier than their mother. 
 

 Pete wanted to see the house so Mark started with the 
living room.  It, like the rest of the downstairs, was newly 
painted.  Mark turned on the stereo, the noise of which worried 
Pete.  “Don’t worry, the nearest house is a quarter mile away,” 
Mark shouted.  Pete felt more comfortable observing that no 
houses could be seen in any direction beyond the huge yard.
     



“The House” 
 The two boys ran until they came to the driveway.  “See 
I told you today was good for skipping school,” said Mark.  
“Mom is never home on Thursday,” he added.  Tall hedges hid 
the house from the road so the pair strolled across the finely 
landscaped yard.  “I never knew your place was so big,” said 
Pete.  “Yeah, but it’s nicer now than it used to be since Dad 
had the new stone siding put on the fireplace.” 
 

 There were front and back doors and a side door which 
led to the garage which was empty except for three parked 10-
speed bikes.  They went in the side door, Mark explaining that 
it was always open in case his younger sisters got home 
earlier than their mother. 
 

 Pete wanted to see the house so Mark started with the 
living room.  It, like the rest of the downstairs, was newly 
painted.  Mark turned on the stereo, the noise of which worried 
Pete.  “Don’t worry, the nearest house is a quarter mile away,” 
Mark shouted.  Pete felt more comfortable observing that no 
houses could be seen in any direction beyond the huge yard.
     



Debrief “The House” 

What did you notice? 

 

Why is setting the purpose important? 

 



Setting a Purpose for Reading 

“The purpose readers set for themselves as they 
read affects comprehension in several ways. 
First, it determines the speed of the 
reading…Purpose also determines what the 
reader remembers. When readers have a 
purpose, they tend to remember more of the 
text.” 

 
Do I Really Have to Teach Reading? Content Comprehension, Grades 6-12  

By: Cris Tovani. 

  



Knowing the Purpose 
Air Pressure Water Rocket Experiments 

Unit on Quadratic Equations 

• Purpose of the experiment 
 How high something goes 

 How fast something goes 

 How far something goes 

• How does what you are looking for affect your 

equation? 

• You must know your                                      

purpose 



Thinking with Numbers 
(Head Problem) 

• Choose a number 

• Add 2 to your number 

• Multiple the results by 2 

• Subtract 4 from the results 

• Divide the results by 2 

• Add 7 to the results 

• Subtract your original number 

• Show with your fingers the 
answer 

 



Four Fold Method 

Definition: Demonstrating a concept with four  

                   different representations 

 

Rationale: 

• Using multiple representations increases 
cognitive complexity by doing the following: 
 Deepen conceptual understanding and 

mathematical insights 

 Make mathematical connections among the 
representations 

 Identify and use the most effective/sufficient 
approach 



Four Fold Method  
Thinking with Numbers 

• Students would use the Four Fold Graphic Organizer 
 

• First complete all the steps in Words Column 
 

• Choose two random numbers to complete all the steps 

that follow the words in the Numbers Columns 
 

• Complete the Expression Columns to follow steps 
 

• Complete the Picture Column to represent expression 



Four Fold 
Start with Words 

Words Number Number Expression Picture 

Choose a number 

Add 2 to your 

number 

Multiply the results 

by 2 

Subtract 4 from the 

results 

Divide the results 

by 2 

Add 7 to the results 

Subtract your 

original number 

2 

4 

8 

4 

2 

9 

7 

5 

7 

14 

10 

5 

12 

7 

x 

x + 2 

2(x + 2) 

2(x + 2) - 4 

[2(x + 2) – 4]    2 

([2(x + 2) – 4]    2)  + 7 

[([2(x + 2) – 4]    2)  + 7]  -  x 

x is the 

variable that 

represents 

any number 

The picture uses 

algebra tiles to 

represent 

variables and 

numbers 



Four Fold 
Thinking with Numbers 

Next Steps 

 Start with Numbers Column 

 Start with Expressions Column 

 Start Picture Column 

 

Assessment 

 Have students develop a number trick 
and complete the Four Fold that end in 
a particular number 



“The point here is not that the teacher is teaching the 

Habits of Mind instead of the content, but rather that 

the way they address the content allows students to 

develop their Habits of Mind. It is not about doing 

more, but rather being more focused about how one 

teaches so that developing students' Habits of Mind 

results in better content learning outcomes.” 

 
Anderson, James  

“Succeeding with Habits of Mind” 



What Did You Learn? 

 

 

 



Navigating the Habits of Mind  - Session 1 
   

Identify the Habits of Mind that are exercised in the student for each of the 

following strategies. 

Affinity Mapping Survey the Text - THIEVES 

Reading with a Purpose                              Four Fold 

Have each table group share one quadrant. 



Applications to the Classroom 
Choose one of the strategies from this session that you could implement in an 

upcoming lesson. Identify the Habits of Mind you are going to focus on and briefly 

describe the lesson and how this strategy could be incorporated into the lesson. 

Session 1 Strategy: Habits of Mind 

Description for an upcoming lesson: 

Why did you choose this strategy? 

 

What are the possible challenges implementing this? 
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Goals 
 Session 2 

• Investigate strategies to incorporate the 
development of the Habits of Mind while addressing 
content 
 

• Focus Habits of Mind 
• Listening with understanding and empathy – devoting 

mental energy to another person’s thoughts and ideas 

• Striving for accuracy – doing your best 

• Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision – 
be  clear 

• Taking responsible risks – try new things 

• Finding humor – laugh a little 

• Thinking interdependently – learn from                          
others in reciprocal situations 



Cooperative Groups 

We Learn… 

10% of what we read 

20% of what we hear 

30% of what we see 

50% of what we both see and hear 

70% of what is discussed with others 

80% of what we experience personally 

95% of what we teach someone else 



Benefits of Cooperative Learning 

• Boosts academic achievement 

• Increases achievement for all ability levels 

• Empowers students to take responsibility for own 
learning 

• Improved student retention 

• Increases active learning  

• Focus 

• Lowers frustration and anxiety among students 

• Enhances a sense of community among students 

• Promotes communication skills 



Coaches Differentiate 

• Coach has the expectation that ALL team members will perform… 

• Our task is to coach them, direct them and support them 

• Approach strategies as a ways of thinking to reach learners and 

collaborate effectively 

• Explain a strategy’s purpose and have students reflect on how they 

went about solving problems or completing tasks 

• Flexible grouping activities 

• Gives immediate feedback and encouragement 



Role Cards 
The Silent Epidemic (pg. 1) 

Newspaper Reporter 
 

Create a headline about a key event, 

person or idea in the passage.  Choose 

a quote or passage from the reading 

that you think is important and explain 

why you chose it. 

 

Publicist - Instagram  
 

Your job is to capture this passage by 

drawing an image. 

 

 

Graphic Designer 
 

Your job is to create a spoke diagram, 

graph or flow chart of the key points in 

this passage.  Be sure you have 

included depictions of the main idea 

and any key vocabulary. 

 

 

 

Broadcaster 
 

Your job is to summarize the passage 

and share it with the group. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psychic 
 

Your job is to think like a teacher.  After 

reading the passage, pull out the key 

points in the passage.  Then write a 

question on an index card that addresses 

on of the key points. 
 

Ask your question to the  

group and make sure  

everyone can answer it. 

 

 

 

Specialist 
 

Your job is to find two words that students 

might have found difficult.  Write the words 

on an index card and then look up the 

words in the dictionary.  Write a definition on 

the back of the index card and explain the 

words to your group.   

 

 

 

 

Predictor 
 

Your job is to predict what the tweet 

will be from reading this letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistician 
 

Your job is to create a graph that 

displays the data described. 

 

 

 

 

 

Role Cards 
The Silent Epidemic (pg. 1) 



Reading Like a Detective 

Activity 

The Silent Epidemic (pgs. 11-13) 

Let’s try it! 



Reading Like a Detective 

Activity 

1. Put the participants into groups of 3-4 

2. Tell the participants that we are going to read 

a section from an article  

3. Look at the title of the section and predict 

what the passage will be about 

4. Listen and notate your handout 

5.    Read the Silent Epidemic pgs. 11-13 

 

 



What would help students stay in 

school? 
• Find your evidence in the passage 

• Discuss and share your ideas with the group 

• Rank the evidence you find from strongest to 

weakest or from most important to least 

important 

• Be careful to talk quietly so that other groups 

do not hear your discussion and answers 

 



               Reading Like  

               a Detective 

The Silent Epidemic 

Round 1  

Read Pg. 11 – 12 (to Build a School Climate) 



40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

Read Like a Detective 

10 

5 

Question: According to survey, what would help students stay in school?  

Each team gives one response 
 

Top answer worth 40 points 



DINOSAUR  43 

FOSSIL  21 

SHELLS  12 

JARASSIC  13 

EONS   5 

PERIOD  3 

SEDIMENT  2 

5)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

4)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

3)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

2)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

1)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

 8)  X   X   X   X   X   X 

 7)  X   X   X   X   X   X 

 6)  X   X   X   X   X   X    

Better Teachers -81%     (40 pts) 

Real World Learning 81%     (35pts.) 

Smaller Class Size 75%   (30 pts) 

Make school relevant 70%   (25 pts) 

More tutoring & support 70%   (20 pts) 

Help student learning probs. 55% (15 pts) 

SLCs and Interdisciplinary teams (10 pts.) 

Alternative schools                    (5pts.) 

According to survey, what would help students stay in school? 



               Reading Like  

               a Detective 

The Silent Epidemic 

Round 2  

Read Pg. 12 – 13 (Build a School Climate to bottom of 13) 



40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

Read Like a Detective 

10 

According to study, what additional things would help students stay in school? 



DINOSAUR  43 

FOSSIL  21 

SHELLS  12 

JARASSIC  13 

EONS   5 

PERIOD  3 

SEDIMENT  2 

5)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

4)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

3)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

2)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

1)   X   X   X   X   X   X 

 8)  X   X   X   X   X   X 

 7)  X   X   X   X   X   X 

 6)  X   X   X   X   X   X    

Make school more interesting-71%  (40 pts) 

Increasing supervision 70%     (35pts.) 

More Parental Involvement 70% (30 pts) 

A teacher that cares 65%        (25 pts) 

More classroom discipline 62% (20 pts) 

Help for students w/ problems 62% (15 pt) 

Help students feel safe 57%        (10 pts.) 

According to study, what additional things would help students stay in school? 



Physical Spectrum 

• When students have completed the activity a 
group of participants will create a physical 
spectrum in the front of the room from: 

 Easiest to implement to most difficult 

 Greatest impact to least 

 

• The rest of the class creates the spectrum on 
notebook paper 

• Discussion 

• Choose your top 3 and justify your response 

 
 



Jigsaw 
Reading Choices 

   “Creating Thoughtful Readers Through    

    Habits of Mind” from Habits of Mind Across   

    the Curriculum by: Rachel Billmeyer 
 

    

    



Jigsaw Steps 

Step 1: Divide participants into groups of 6  

 

Step 2: Each group member is assigned a  

             letter A, B, C, D, E and F 

• The letter corresponds to the reading 
selection assignment 



 A – Pages 1-2 

• Introduction – Developing strategic readers – Reading strategies 
to Foster Habits of Mind 

 

 B -  Pages 3 – 4 

• Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations - Pre-reading 
Strategies – DRTA and Self-Assessment Vocabulary Tool 

 

 C -  Pages 4 – 5 

• Questioning and Posing Problems – Cue Cards – Questions 
Derived from the Habits of Mind 

 

 D – Pages 5 -6 

• Thinking about Thinking – Think Aloud Self Assessment - 
Thinking and Communicating with Clarity and Precision  

 

E – Pages 7 – 9 

• Linking Vocabulary – Student Reading Surveys - Thinking 
Interdependently – Pairs Reading Strategy 

 

 F – Pages 9 – 11 

• Remaining Open to Continuous Learning – Student Response 
Journal – Personal Reading Plan - How can students acquire the 
Habits of Mind – Long Term Goals 

 

“Creating Thoughtful Readers Through    

    Habits of Mind” by: Rachel Billmeyer 



Jigsaw Steps 
Step 3: Join participants in “like letter” groups to create a  
             visual representation of the information in their  
             reading section 

• This may be charts, key words and phrases and visuals 

• While groups are working on their posters, the facilitator assigns a 
number to each poster between 1-6 

 

Step 4: Once posters are completed each “letter alike  
             group” will count off 1-6 
 
Step 5:  Each participant gathers at the poster that  
              corresponds to their newly acquired number 

• Each numbered poster should have representation from a member 
from each “letter alike group” that will speak and explain the poster 
for no more than  3 minutes 

• Each participant takes notes on their graphic organizer 
 
Step 6: Facilitator will give a signal and the newly formed  
              number alike groups will move clockwise to the    
              next poster 

• Repeat step 5 with the new “letter expert” representative explaining 
the next poster 

• Continue until all five stations are reviewed 



"Anyone can teach you anything. A math teacher 

could teach you how to surf. But it's how you go 

about it that really counts. That's where the Habits 

of Mind make a difference to me. They help me 

be successful at whatever I'm trying to do." 

 
Anderson, James  

Succeeding with Habits of Mind 



What Did You Learn? 

 

 

 



Navigating the Habits of Mind  - Session 2 
   

Identify the Habits of Mind that are exercised in the student for each of the 

following strategies. 

Reading Like a Detective 

 

Role Cards 

Human Spectrum Graph 

 

Jigsaw 

Have each table group share one quadrant. 



Applications to the Classroom 
Choose one of the strategies from this session that you could implement in an 

upcoming lesson. Identify the Habits of Mind you are going to focus on and briefly 

describe the lesson and how this strategy could be incorporated into the lesson. 

Session 2 Strategy: Habits of Mind 

Description for an upcoming lesson: 

Why did you choose this strategy? 

 

What are the possible challenges implementing this? 
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Goals 
 Session 3 

• Investigate strategies to incorporate the 
development of the Habits of Mind while addressing 
content 

 

• Focus Habits of Mind 
• Persisting – not giving up 

• Questioning and Problem Posing – knowing what data is 
needed 

• Listening with understanding and empathy – make an 
effort to perceive another’s point of view 

• Creating, imagining and innovating – generating new 
ideas 

• Remaining open to continuous learning – so much more to 
learn 

• Thinking interdependently – team work 

• Responding with wonderment and awe –                   
having fun 



Norms 

 Be present 

 Silence cell phones 

 Value each other’s input 

 Think outside of the box 

 Listen to understand 

 Be open to sharing and collaborating 

 What is learned here leaves here 

 

 

 

 

Norms for Our Learning  



Three Rules to Spark Learning 

http://www.ted.com/talks/ramsey_musallam_3_rules_to_spark_learning#t-122162 

Day 1 Three Rules to Spark Learning.mp4
http://www.ted.com/talks/ramsey_musallam_3_rules_to_spark_learning#t-122162
http://www.ted.com/talks/ramsey_musallam_3_rules_to_spark_learning#t-122162
http://www.ted.com/talks/ramsey_musallam_3_rules_to_spark_learning#t-122162
http://www.ted.com/talks/ramsey_musallam_3_rules_to_spark_learning#t-122162


Rules for Producing 

Questions 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 

 

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer 
any questions. 

 

3. Write down every question exactly as it is 
stated. 

 

4. Change any statement into a question. 



Jot Thoughts 

• You will have 3 minutes to brainstorm  

    questions on a topic. 
 

• Designate one recorder and give the pad of post-it 
notes to that person 

 

• Write the number of each question 
 

• Each person shares a questions with the group one at a 
time 

 

• The Recorder writes the question down as stated 

 Give a moment for the recorder to finish writing 
before stating the next question 

 

• The Recorder passes the written question to a group 
member who sticks the post-it note onto the chart paper 





Open-ended Questions: 
 

Require an explanation 

Many possible answers 

Closed-ended Questions: 

 

Elicit one answer 

Yes or no  

Facts 



Open-ended & Closed-ended 

Questions 

Advantages Disadvantages 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Choose three questions… 

• That most interest you. 

• That are most important. 

• That you would like to address first. 

• That you want to explore further. 

 

Be prepared to share your rationale 

for choosing these questions. 



Reflect on the process… 

• What did you learn? 

 

 

• What is the value of learning to ask your own 

questions? 

 

 



What the Research Says 

• Students must be explicitly taught that good 

readers ask questions. 

• When students ask questions and search for 

answers, we know they are monitoring 

comprehension and interaction with the text 

to construct meaning. 



Question Formulation Technique 

 

QFT 
 

 

The Right Question Institute 

www.rightquestion.org 



Keep in mind… 

Step 1:  Question Focus (Q Focus) 

• A stimulus or springboard for questions 

• Can be a topic, image, phrase, or situation 

• Provokes or stimulates new lines of thinking 

• Not a question 

 



Keep in mind… 

Step 2:  The Four Rules 
 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
Gives license to ask 

 

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer  

     any questions. 
Creates a safe learning environment 

 

3. Write down every question exactly as it  

     is stated. 

Levels the playing field so all voices are 
respected 

 
4. Change any statement into a question. 

Emphasizes inquiry-based thinking 

 

 



Keep in mind… 

Step 3:  Identify open and closed 

questions. 

• There is value in asking both types of 

questions. 

• Changing questions helps students edit their 

thinking to meet their purpose. 

 



Keep in mind… 

Steps 4 and 5:  Prioritize and share 

questions. 

• Easier to work with questions 

• Guides next steps 

• Deepens comprehension 

• Increases student engagement 

• Increases student ownership 

• Teacher becomes facilitator 

 



Dan Meyer’s Three Acts 



• Introduction to a video without verbal information 

ACT 1 



You may 

want to ask 

guiding 

questions. 

ACT 1  



Question: Which container will hold 

more popcorn? 

 

Write down your best guess and 

explain your reasoning 

 

   

 

You will not 

always get 

the question 

you want. 



ACT 2  

What information would be useful to know here? 

 

 

 

 

 



ACT 3 



What are ways 

to extend the 

activity? 

ACT 1 

Can a rectangular piece of paper give you the same 

amount of popcorn no matter which way you make the 

cylinder?  

 

How many different ways could you design a new 

cylinder to double your popcorn? Is there a way to  get 

more popcorn using the same amount of paper? 



 

• Act 1: Introduce the central conflict of your story/task 
clearly, visually, viscerally, using as few words as possible. 

 

 Students are asked to develop a question 
 

• Act 2:The protagonist/student overcomes obstacles, looks 
for resources, and develops new tools. 

 

 Students are asked to determine needed information 
 

• Act 3:  Resolve the conflict and set up a sequel/extension 
 

 Students are asked to determine the reasonableness of 
their answer.  

 

 
threeacts.mrmeyer.com 



A Closer Look at Non-Print Text 

 

“Helping students to understand the diversity of 
print and non-print texts, as well as the visual 
connections that can be made between them, 
is a practical way to connect the concrete and 
abstract thinking of students who struggle to 
make meaning from text.” 

 

 
"You Gotta See It to Believe It: Teaching Visual Literacy in the English Classroom.“ 

By: Seglem, Robyn, and Shelbie Witte  



What is non-print 

text? 
• Photographs 

• Posters 

• Art 

• Advertisements 

• Cartoons 

• Film Clips 

• Songs 

Source: New York Times Learning Network 

Intriguing Images to Teach Close Reading & Visual Thinking Skills 



Why use non-print text? 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

• Make connections 
Motivate 

• Inspire curiosity 
Scaffold 

• Model close reading by returning to the  

    text for multiple purposes 

• Helps ELs and Students with Disabilities process  

    information 

• Non-print text is not language specific 
Extend 

• Compare “big ideas” found in print and non-print 
text 

• Locate non-print text that matches the “big ideas” in 
print text 



“It should be emphasized that learning activities are 

still taught. Content is selected for its generative 

nature, and processes are practiced, but they now 

accumulate into grander, more long-range, and life-

long outcomes. Activities, content, and thinking 

processes become vehicles for achieving these larger, 

more enduring, and essential Habits of Mind.” 

 
“Habits of Mind in the Curriculum”  

by: Arthur L. Costa and Bena Kallick 



What Did You Learn? 

 

 

 



Navigating the Habits of Mind  - Session 3 
   

Identify the Habits of Mind that are exercised in the student for each of the 

following strategies. 

QFT Non-Print Text 

Three Acts 

Have each table group share one quadrant. 



Applications to the Classroom 
Choose one of the strategies from this session that you could implement in an 

upcoming lesson. Identify the Habits of Mind you are going to focus on and briefly 

describe the lesson and how this strategy could be incorporated into the lesson. 

Session 3 Strategy: Habits of Mind 

Description for an upcoming lesson: 

Why did you choose this strategy? 

 

What are the possible challenges implementing this? 

 



Instructional Strategies used in 

Module 3 
1. Affinity Mapping 

2. Survey the Text-THIEVES 

3. Reading with a Purpose 

4. Four Fold 

5. Reading Like a Detective 

6. Role Cards 

7. Human Spectrum 

8. Question Formulation Technique (QFT) 

9. Three Acts 

10.Non-Print Text 

 

 



Habits of Mind Implementation 

• Your toolbox is filled with strategies and ways to 

implement and support the development of the Habits of 

Mind.  
 

• Select one or two Habits of Mind that you would like to 

focus on in your classroom.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

• Choose an upcoming lesson that supports that focus to 

implement between now and Module 4.  
 

• Bring evidence of student work  

    and any anecdotal evidence  

    of your experience  

    implementing the lesson,  

    during Module 4. 



Be prepared to discuss… 
• Which Habits of Mind you focused on 

• Overview of the lesson  

• Description of what occurred 

• Identify what worked 

• Identify what didn’t work 

• Identify what you would change in the lesson in 
the future 

• Types of Evidence 
 Student work samples 

 Observations 

 Anecdotal records 

 Photographs 

 Interviews 

 Surveys  

 Student evaluations 


