
Writing	  Across	  The	  Curriculum	  
October	  14,	  2014	  



When	  is	  the	  last	  time	  you	  had	  to	  
write?	  	  What	  was	  the	  purpose?	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Setting	  the	  Context	  
	  
Purpose:	  	  Inform	  writing	  practices	  
by	  analyzing	  student	  work	  
	  
Outcome:	  	  Identify	  next	  steps	  
based	  on	  critical	  findings	  to	  help	  
support	  writing	  across	  the	  
curriculum	  





Analyzing	  student	  work	  (writing)	  
through	  the	  lens	  of	  your	  questions	  



PLC	  Writing	  Questions…	  
Samples:	  

Relevance	  and	  Relatability	  of	  Prompt:	  Was	  the	  prompt	  effective	  in	  
eliciting	  thoughtful	  responses?	  
Effective	  Strategies:	  What	  student	  activities	  produce	  the	  greatest	  gains	  
for	  the	  most	  students?	  
Student	  Strengths:	  What	  are	  student	  doing	  well/strengths	  in	  writing?	  
Quality	  and	  Clarity	  of	  Thought:	  Is	  the	  writing	  (thoughts)	  expressed	  
logically?	  
Reteaching:	  What	  do	  I	  need	  to	  teach	  or	  re-‐teach?	  	  
	  
	  

You	  can	  also	  review/borrow	  other	  PLC	  writing	  
questions	  on	  SmartJaguar	  



Read	  Around!	  
Read	  5	  different	  papers	  and	  address	  

a	  question.	  



*  Organization	  

*  Figurative	  Language	  

*  Lack	  of	  Purpose	  

*  No	  claim	  

Identify	  up	  to	  3	  critical	  	  
findings/needs	  

	  
For	  example:	  



Investigate	  and	  Develop	  Research	  
Based	  CCSS	  Aligned	  Strategies	  



WRITINGNEXT
EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE
WRITING OF ADOLESCENTS IN MIDDLE 
AND HIGH SCHOOLS

By Steve Graham and Dolores Perin

A Report to Carnegie Corporation of New York 

Such	  as…	  
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The Standards insist that instruction in reading, writing, speaking, listen-
ing, and language be a shared responsibility within the school.  The K–5 
standards include expectations for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language applicable to a range of subjects, including but not limited to ELA.  
The grades 6–12 standards are divided into two sections, one for ELA and the 
other for history/social studies, science, and technical subjects.  This division 
re!ects the unique, time-honored place of ELA teachers in developing  
students’ literacy skills while at the same time recognizing that teachers in 
other areas must have a role in this development as well.

 Introduction, Common Core State Standards!

One Implication of CCSS
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS), an initiative of the National 
Governor’s Association and the Council of Chief State School O!cers, 
have refocused attention on reading and writing across the curriculum.   
Launched in June of 2010, the CCSS have already been adopted by 40 
states.  These standards, which focus on mathematics and the English 
language arts, will replace existing standards in states that have agreed 
to adopt the CCSS.  Accordingly, this is a moment when many teachers 
and instructional leaders across the country are redesigning curriculum 
to align with the CCSS.  It is also a moment when teachers, instructional 
leaders, and policymakers can reconceptualize reading and writing 
across the disciplines. 

 Reception of the CCSS has been mixed, with praise for higher expec-
tations and more uniformity of curriculum alongside concerns about an 
even greater focus on high-stakes tests and a narrowing of the curricu-
lum.  Regardless of what one thinks of them, the CCSS take a clear stand 
on behalf of reading and writing across the curriculum.  The insistence on 
making reading and writing instruction “a shared responsibility” within 
schools signals that teachers in multiple disciplines will be expected to 
help foster literacy development, and the CCSS benchmarks specify the 
expectations.  This mandate could provide the foundation for creating a 
robust program of reading and writing across the curriculum (RAWAC) in 
K–12 education.  And in schools where ELA teachers have worked with 
colleagues to establish these programs, the CCSS may provide further 
support for their early e"orts to build a school-wide culture in support of 
literacy.



•  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Next	  Steps…	  
Tuesday,	  October	  28th	  PLC	  
Collaboration	  Time	  
	  
PLC	  update	  meetings	  to	  report:	  
-‐status	  of	  writing	  across	  the	  curriculum	  
-‐scope	  and	  sequence	  
-‐SMART	  goals	  
	  
	  
update	  meeting	  dates:	  November	  10,	  12,	  13	  

	  
	  



*  Problem	  Solvers	  
*  Responsible	  Citizens	  
*  Independent	  Resilient	  Individuals	  
*  Disciplined	  Learners	  
*  Effective	  Communicators	  

Cascading	  Message	  
Were	  We…	  


