
PLC Members How is your PLC 
incorporating writing?

What is your CCSS Writing Standard focus for this cycle? For Alternative 
Curriculum and Mathematics, what is the writing standard focus?

Where is your PLC 
on the Cycle? Please elaborate on your PLC Cycle step Content 

Area PLC Name

The expectation for CCSS 
is to integrate writing, 

how is your PLC 
integrating CCSS writing?

If you choose other, what 
research based strategy 

is your PLC using?

What are 
students asked 

to produce?

What are your PLC's next 
steps to integrate CCSS 

writing?

What does successful 
writing look like? How will 
your PLC assess writing?

Luevanos
Galarza
Cox

MaryLedbetter, Thinking 
Maps, UCLA Center X

Literacy 11.2.1 Determine the central idea or information of a primary and secondary 
source, connecting insights gained from specific details and understandings.

STEP 6: Planing 
Rigorous Lessons

We are creating one writing assessments  and critical thinking exercise 
(DBQ) for each unit.

Social 
Studies US History

By reflecting on primary 
sources, journaling, forming 
arguments and using 
textual evidence to support.

Integrate some of the 
"sheg" lessons into our 
units.

It should have a strong 
argument with supporting 
details and an analysis of 
the textual evidence 
provided.

Maria Medina UCLA Center X WHAT are the CCSS writing standards? STEP 1: Identify 
essential standards

This is a new course that I have not taught in 7 years. I am starting 
fresh. Ms. Tovars absence has required me to develop the scope and 
sequence and develop an AP Syllabus.

LOTE AP Spanish 
Language unknown College board 

recommended strategies.
focus on writing 
development in spanish.

writing to the AP literature 
Rubric

Sylvia Martinez
Guadalupe 
Gonzalez
Marisa Gaitan-Gil
Liza Anas
Jenzi Jacoby

Jane Schaffer, 
MaryLedbetter, Other 
Research Based Writing 
Strategies

W9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims.
W9-10.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing...
W9-10.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.

STEP 6: Planing 
Rigorous Lessons

Currently students are working on a practice periodic assessment 
about smart phones.  The assessment is modeled after the district PA.  
Similarities include article length, graphic organizer structure, question 
types, and student groupings.

English English 9

The PLC's entire focus is on 
writing.  First semester is 
focused entirely on 
argumentative writing.

Sandwich graphic organizer 
(source unknown) for self 
contained students.

After students finish the 
practice assessment, 
teachers will review and re-
teach the entire process of 
close reading, planning, 
writing, and revising an 
essay.

Successful writing is 
coherent, grammatically 
correct, organized, and 
revised.  The PLC will 
assess writing using the 
CSU EAP 6 point rubric.

Maria Elena 
Ramirez
Jacob Villafana

Jane Schaffer 9.2.1 write (auto)biographical narrative paragraph STEP 1: Identify 
essential standards

Choose the appropriate standards to use with my mixed grade level 9-
12 in same class. LOTE Spanish speakers 

1/French 3

9-10.3 write narratives to 
develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, well 
chosen details, and well-
structured event 
sequences.

We must become familiar 
with the research on 
common core writing for all 
grade levels.

They will have created 
paragraphs using Jane 
Schaffer chunk paragraph.

Adams Coleman 
Ellington Yoon

Jane Schaffer, UCLA 
Center X, Other 
Research Based Writing 
Strategies

Writing

Text Types and Purposes
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence.
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible biases.
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing.
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
Corresponding College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standard

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 1

Note on range and content of student writing

For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims, showing what they know about a subject, 
and conveying what they have experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. To be college- and career- ready writers, 
students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful consideration, choosing words, information, 
structures, and formats deliberately. They need to know how to combine elements of different kinds of writing—for 
example, to use narrative strategies within argument and explanation within narrative—to produce complex and 
nuanced writing. They need to be able to use technology strategically when creating, refining, and collaborating on 
writing. They have to become adept at gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately, 
reporting findings from their research and analysis of sources in a clear and cogent manner. They must have the 
flexibility, concentration, and fluency to produce high-quality first-draft text under a tight deadline as well as the 
capacity to revisit and make improvements to a piece of writing over multiple drafts when circumstances 
encourage or require it.

STEP 6: Planing 
Rigorous Lessons

Using the ERWC modules, PLC members are developing lessons that 
are in line with the CCSS standards. English 12th Grade Through the use of the 

ERWC modules.
ERWC training through the 
CSU.

Look more closely at the 
CCSS and how they are 
applied in the ERWC.

Claims that are supported 
with evidence. 
Counterclaims that are 
identified.

Terrance Vorwald
Barbara Honda
Donn Cottom
Mr. Route

Jane Schaffer, Thinking 
Maps, Other Research 
Based Writing Strategies

CCSS RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence. RL.9.10.5  Analyze how an 
author's choice concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and manipulate 
time.
RI 9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text. RI 9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a 
subject told in different mediums. W9-10.1 Write arguments to support claim.

STEP 6: Planing 
Rigorous Lessons

Our PLC is currently working on planning rigorous lessons to support 
student achievement of the identified essential common core 
standards. As a PLC, once we identified essential standards we 
collaborated to review, modify, and agree on our scope and sequence.  
Simultaneously, as we finalized development of our scope and 
sequence, we planned and delivered a common formative assessment 
to assess student reading and writing. Summative assessments 
agreements are based on agreements to utilize smarter balanced 
assessments we have agreed to carry forward from the previous year.

English English 10

Our PLC is integrating 
CCSS writing through use 
of CCSS assignments 
surrounding the argument 
units  (e.g., Plato, Antigone)

Use of Marzano strategies 
for writing, note taking, 
summarizing.

Our PLC's next steps 
include progression of 
practice and lessons 
surrounding paragraph 
writing and grammar 
instruction.

Our PLC has agreed to use 
the Cal State EPT six point 
writing rubric for all 
assignments.
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